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Report for Annual Meeting 

Wooler United Church 



 

 

Rev. Dr. Kathy Edmison 
 

This year has been very full and, at times, quite challenging from the perspective of 
providing pastoral care for members of the congregation, your families, and members of 
the wider community.   
 
Back in January, I dropped by Crown Ridge to visit Mary Campney and was shocked to 
learn that she had passed away that morning.  At her funeral service, we brought along 
the organ bench from Wooler, along with the Christ Candle, to commemorate her 
amazing gifts to the congregation over a period of 50 years.   
 
At about the same time, I learned of Edna Cameron’s serious and unexpected illness.  I 
am so thankful I was able to visit her in Toronto and again when she was transferred to 
Applefest in Brighton. Over the years, we had developed a closeness where we were 
able to talk about anything, including her sense that her time to live was coming to an 
end.  I visited on Maundy Thursday and she complained that her feet were cold.  I 
wrapped her feet in warm cloths and prayed with her, realizing that this was the day 
when the church remembers the time when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples.  For 
me, it was an incredible blessing. 
 
Several weeks later, Roxie called me at 1030 p.m. on a Friday night in early May.  Ross 
McMaster had died quite suddenly while preparing for bed.  Again, it’s hard for me to 
express the sense of spiritual intimacy and sacred trust that I experienced when called 
to journey with Anne and Ross’s family and friends during these deeply meaningful 
times. It’s like being invited to stand in that holiest space between life, death, and life 
beyond death – another blessing. 
 
The entire community was shocked to hear of Jim Nelson’s sudden and unexpected 
death. So common in rural communities, though, everyone rallied to support his family 
and friends.  Late in the morning of his funeral, the UCW, who were catering for the 
reception, received a call from the funeral home to warn that the attendance was far 
beyond their initial estimations.  As usual, the women responded with a magical sense 
of grace – I was reminded of Jesus feeding the crowds with nothing but a few fish and a 
couple of loaves of bread. 
 
At Ross McMaster’s funeral reception, I had a chance to speak with Jim Putnam, never 
realizing that this would be our last conversation. He wasn’t feeling well and had lost his 
appetite, but who was to know how suddenly his life would end.  I was reminded of the 
transience of life and the importance of valuing every moment, because we never know 
when this precious gift will end. 
 
While I was preparing to attend Jim’s interment on a Saturday morning in June, I 
received a call from Dave Down.  The wife of another member of the McPhail’s 
Cemetery board – Judy Mills – was actively dying in Toronto.  Could I do a graveside 
service?  Judy (nee McColl) and Bill lived in Toronto, but they loved to spend time on 
weekends on the land of her family.  Whenever they were driving from Toronto to their 
country home, she couldn’t wait to see the Murray Hills.  I was reminded of Psalm 121: I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills. 
 



 

 

Several weeks later, I encountered so many familiar faces who had gathered to honour 
the lives of their ancestors at McPhail Cemetery.  As I was leaving the cemetery, Dave 
Down asked for a copy of the service to keep on file.  Several weeks later, I learned of 
his tragic death. I met with his family to plan his funeral service and asked Darlene if 
she would like to pray at the site of his accident.  I remember kneeling at the side of the 
road where he died, taking Darlene’s hands in mine and placing them on the ground, 
praying that his spirit might be released from the tragedy…that he might find his way to 
peace…another incredibly holy moment. 
 
In October, Joan Dorland and Carol Grosjean invited me to celebrate the life of Nancy 
Schurman. Like others, Nancy and her husband Ron lived primarily in Toronto, but they 
had made a country retreat in the Murray Hills.  Although Nancy was not a member of 
the Wooler congregation, she was active in the community for many years and touched 
many lives. 
 
As I look back over the year, it was filled with difficult challenges, but I was always 
reminded that in the midst of life there is death and in the midst of death there is life. In 
March, we celebrated as Sherrilynn and Brett Muraki exchanged wedding vows.  At the 
end of March, another group of SPE (supervised pastoral education) students 
graduated. In early April, I cooked breakfast for the men’s group – all survived in spite of 
the oven getting overheated. In July, we celebrated the 150th birthday of our wonderful 
country and then shared in the excitement of baptism for Sydney Allems and Marlee 
Dorland. In September, I spent a glorious month in Scotland and the north of England, 
and stayed for a week in Wooler, Northumberland.  In October, we enjoyed a special 
guest preacher for anniversary Sunday – the Rev. Lt(N) Mary Anne VanHeuvelen.  It 
was incredible to hear how her journey of faith began and was very much influenced by 
growing up in Wooler United! In late October, we had our Presbytery Oversight visit.  
Although this will likely be the last visit of this kind as the United Church embraces a 
new and exciting future, we received a very positive report that encouraged us to 
continue to find ways to serve our community.  In late November, we enjoyed an Advent 
event where many prayer rocks were painted, and two worship banners were created. 
These rocks became gifts for those who attended worship services at Golden Pond and 
Seasons.  Many thanks to Gwen Olson for accompanying me on a whirlwind tour of 
communion services to those who can no longer attend church. In December, I catered 
lunch for the UCW – a chance for me to express my gratitude to this group of very 
dedicated women.   
 



 

 

Throughout the year, I have been supported by the work of the worship committee who 
assist in planning this important component of our life of faith: Gwen Olson, Anne 
McMaster, and Gerri Wilson.  Each Sunday, our members are warmly welcomed by 
friendly greeters who hand out bulletins. In 
2017, their other duties included lighting the 
candles, reading the responsive psalm and 
other Bible passages, and gathering the 
collection. Volunteers from the congregation 
who carried out these tasks included: Roxie and 
Jim Dorland, Brenda and Don Gray, Carol and 
Glenn Lalonde, Faye Moran, Judy Rogers, 
Joyce and Allan Patrick, the Richards family, 
Linda and Bob Walt, Mary MacDonald, Mary 
Manion, and Gerri Wilson. Grateful thanks are 
extended to all these volunteers for sharing 
generously of their talents and for contributing to 
our life of faith. We also extend our thanks to those who assist with the technical 
aspects of worship: Patrick Keenan, Gwen Olson, David Richards, and Don Gray. 
 
In closing, I want to express my heartfelt thanks to the congregation for its continuing 
support of my ministry in your midst.  I very much appreciate the extra time off that I 
have been granted and hope to share experiences of my travels to Scotland, England, 
and the USA in the coming year. 
 

Abundant blessings, 
Kathy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk of Session report 
 

Another year has passed.  And again I find myself having to 
write up a summary for the annual report.  I ponder, I 
consider, I struggle, and still end up being unsure of what to 
say.  To try to summarize a year in only a few words can be 
such a struggle.  In a world now of Snap-chat, Instagram, text 
messages and Skype, what purpose do these words really 
serve?  Is it important to have them written down and 
documented?   
 
As much as it surprises me, I feel it does matter.  And I feel 
somewhat inadequate in trying to do this.  How do I sum up a 
year in the health and life of our Session, and our church?  It 
was, by far, not the easiest year we have ever encountered or endured.  We have lost 
what feels like too many valuable and loved members over the last year.  Faces and 
hearts that have shared our joys and our sorrows over decades are no longer with us, 
and we mourn their passing.   
Without them, we carry on.   
 
We watched and celebrated as several new members choose to join us, or young 
families choose us to share in the joys of their children and growing families as we 
celebrated baptisms.   
Through them, we carry on.   
 

In a world of instant communication, the words that we 
document in our annual report may seem rather 
mundane.  But unlike those brief quickly forgotten snip-its of 
communication, our printed annual reports become a long 
lasting written history of our church, both locally and 
nationally. 

 

While the tasks of the Session seem mundane, those tasks too become part of the 
living and breathing life of the church.  We plan services and celebrations, with the 
faith journey of each individual within the church in mind.  We do so with the goal 
of fostering a deep connection between our individual spirits and the faith embers 
we each carry.  We try to feed these embers with enough fuel to create a spiritual 



 

 

fire, to create a glow of warmth and love within each of us as we aim at becoming a light 
of Christ's love, living and breathing, spreading sparks and embers to those we meet in 
our daily lives. 

Session meets regularly to plan worship events, support Christian Education, coordinate 
sacraments and services, plan outreach, and connect with other faiths and 
congregations.  We are always seeking new sources of ideas and energies, and 
welcome any input and suggestions. 

 

Our congregation may not be as large as we like sometimes, but we are 
healthy.  As our human bodies age, and we must adapt to our changes 
in mobility and function, so must we adapt as a congregation.  We are 
blessed that we are able to continue to meet regularly, to keep our doors 
open for all who seek our warmth and our comfort.   

 

May we continue to able to offer help to the needy, companionship to 
the lonely, food to the hungry, and embers of faith to the seeking. 
 

Through the grace of God, we carry on. 
 

Yours faithfully in Christ,  
Gwendolyn Olson  

 
The Road Of Faith 

Shine your light, O Lord, 
So that I may see, 

Just where I am heading 
And what's in front of me 

Your word is the light, 
The lamp unto my feet 

It may not light far ahead, 
Nor show me where it's steep 

But it gives enough light 
For each step I take, 

Just enough to see ahead, 
Along this road of faith 

For this is what it surely is 
As we walk with Jesus Christ, 

The road that we are travelling on 
Is by faith, not by sight 



 

 

So shine your light, O Lord, 
So we may see our way, 

Though you only show in part, 
It's enough for each new day. 

© By M.S.Lowndes 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Balance on hand  Jan. 1, 2017           $6,928.94 
                                  Interest                      2.96 
                               Memoriums         3,915.00 
 

Balance on hand Dec. 31, 2017      $10,786.90 
 
Donations were in memory of: 

    Mary Campney,     Jim Putnam 
Edna Cameron   Jim Nelson 
Ross McMaster     David Down. 

 

Submitted: Linda Walt 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                 
 
 
Kathleen Jean Rightmeyer   January 30, 2017 
Mary Margaret Campney   February 19, 2017 
Edna Annette Cameron   April 15, 2017 
Ross Alden McMaster   May 5, 2017 
James (Jim) Neil Nelson   May 10, 2017 
James Jim Wilfred Putnam   May 19, 2017 
Judy Mills (McColl)    June 2, 2017 
David Arthur Down    July 25, 2017 
Nancy Elizabeth Schurman  September 27, 2017 
Volbrecht “Vic” Vermaat   November 1, 2017 
Lisa Anne Berry    December 2, 2017 
 

 
 

MEMORIAL FUND 



 

 

          Marriages 
  

 
 
 
 

                     
                                  Sherri Lynn Mendonca and Brett Tyler Muraki 
                                                        March 17, 2017 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

 
 

Sydney Allems  
daughter of 

Mitchell  Allems and Courtney Hay 
 

Marlee Dorland 
daughter of  

Glenn Dorland and Holly Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

 

This has become a time of fellowship for the men of the 
Wooler community and surrounding area. 



 

 

 
We tell stories and jokes (some of them funny) , solve world problems and Eat. 
 
Approximately 18 men gather the first Wednesday of the month and consume eggs, 
bacon, sausage, toast, fruit, coffee and juice. Homemade bread and chelsea buns have 
been a special treat (thanks to Peter Stewart). 
 
A big thank you to Rick and Jim for all their help. 

 
Submitted by Bob Walt. 

 

 
Meat Pie & Can - Fund Raiser    

 

With the pie sales, as well as money received from 
crushed cans & bottles recycled, $1940.97 was raised in 2017. 

Also $1000.00 was donated to  the general account of the church, with the remaining 
monies being used to replenish & buy many items for the continuing upkeep of the 
church. Ice salt,  salt for the softener, detergent & rinse for the dish washer, items for 
washrooms & many other small items needed throughout the year. 
  
Thanks for all  the help & donations.  Greatly appreciated, 
 

Jim Dorland 
 

 

 

Soup & Sandwich Fund Raiser   
Another year has passed with a very successful report on this fund 
raiser for the church. A special thank-you to everyone who donates 
& helps with this event.  We could not carry on without this help.   
 

The total raised was $5271.00. After expenses, $4583.00 was deposited 
to the general account of the church. 

 
Thanks again to everyone. 
  Roxie and Anne 

 
 

         Wooler United Church Board of Stewards 
 

 The Board. of  Stewards met on 5  occasions in 2017.  As in recent 
years, our church has depended on fund raising activites to 

fulfill its financial obligations, such as The Chuckwagon 



 

 

Supper, Ukrainian Supper and Roast Beef Supper with Silent Auction. 
  

Our kitchen & water systems were inspected by the Ministry of Health during the 
year, with water tests taken to Kingston 4 times a year. 
 
Thank-you to the members of the Stewards Committee for their help & support in our 
endeavours.    

Jim Dorland 
 

  

 

Ministry and Personnel 

M&P met 3 times during the year. Discussions centered on wages and concerns of and 
with the staff. 

Submitted by Robert Walt 
 

 
 
  
 
 
  The Wooler UCW meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 100.  We share in 

fellowship while having dessert then progress to our programs which are quite varied 

with alternating members taking responsibility for providing the programs. 

As a fund raising group we provided lunch for funerals, graduation and a Christmas 

Senior's dinner as well as our Christmas cookie trays. 
 

Support was given to 14 various organizations. 
 

We mourned the loss of Mary Campney and Edna Cameron who are missed by all. 

All women of the community are welcome and as we begin a new year, we pray for 

good health for all and for guidance during the coming year. 
 

Linda Walt, President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Growing 
In Faith 

Together 

Wooler  U.C.W.   Financial Report  2017 
 
Receipts:     Expenses:   
Balance Forwa   $ 3,164.70  Mission & Service   $  1,200.00  
Collection   $    667.00   Dues & Bursary   $     170.00  
Plant Sale   $    210.00   Memorial   $     100.00 
Funeral Catering                                         $ 1,450.00  Outreach& Comm   $  1,700.00    
Cookie Trays   $ 1,468.00  Stove   $     531.09       
Catering (3)    $    790.00  Tower Fund  $   1,000.00 

 Total             $  4,585.12  

Catering 

Exp&Comm      $ 301.32 

     Total   $5,002.41  
                                                        
   Balance   $2747.29                  

 Treasurer: Roxie Dorland 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

 
 
 
 
Number giving by envelopes                 5                 

   Number giving by PAR      6   
  
   Amount by envelope           $ 1,500.35   

Amount by PAR                                $ 3,876.00  
 Amount by U.C.W.            $ 1,200.00  
                                               

                Total Mission & Service                        $6,576.35  
 

                                                                Karen Bates  
 

MISSION AND SERVICE REPORT 
 

Donations to the Mission and Service Fund of the United Church of Canada “help make 
a better world possible and bring hope for the future.” 
 
The congregation of Wooler United Church is to be commended for once again 
reaching its Mission and Service goal! The 2017 goal was $5,500.00 and the final 



 

 

amount surpassed that by $1,076.35 with a total submitted of $6,576.35. We thank 
everyone who contributed including the United Church Women who donated 
$1,200.00!! 
 
To keep M&S in our hearts and minds, a selection from the U.C. resource “Minutes for 
Mission 2017” was read monthly, usually on the first Sunday.  This year’s theme was 
“We Sing Thanksgiving.” As a reminder that Mission and Service funds are not only 
used in distant parts of the world but also in our own country, most of the stories read 
had Canadian locales. 
 
Each Sunday, a short snippet was printed in our bulletin to tell briefly what that day’s 
story was about.  
 
Another important part of M&S is its “Gifts with Vision” catalogue and reminders about 
the varied opportunities offered appeared in our bulletin in the latter months of 2017. 
 

Wooler United Church’s support of Mission & Service continues to be at a very high 
level and is greatly appreciated! 
 

Submitted by Gerri Wilson 

 
 

Trustees of Wooler United Church 
 

No meetings were held during 2017.  

Bank Balance             $  8,805.49 

Received for Bell Tower 2354.00 
 
Bell Tower Fund        $11,159.73 

 
 
Received for Bell Tower 2354.00 

 
 

Submitted by Bob Walt 
 
 

 

We have examined the Wooler United Church 2017 Financial Books and found them  

to be in order. 

 

__________________________________ 

 
             ______________________________ 
 

Date _________________________ 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“To embark on the 
journey towards your 
goals and dreams 
requires bravery. 
To remain on that path 
requires courage. 
The bridge that merges 
the two is commitment.” 

   
Dr. Steve Maraboli 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Contact Information 2018 
 
Minister     Kathy Edmison                        
Congregational Chairperson    David Dorland    
Church Secretary    Karen Bates    
Christian Education Coordinator  Stephanie Richards   
Clerk of Session    Gwen Olson    
UCW President    Linda Walt               
UCW Treasurer    Roxie Dorland    

Envelope Steward    Bob Walt     
Church Treasurer    Karen Bates    
Presbytery Representative   Linda Walt    
Conference Representative  Linda Walt    
Alternate Rep. (Presb. & Conf.)  Gwen Olson    

 
Stewards 
 

Jim Dorland     (Chair) Margaret Gainforth   (honourary) 
Dean Milligan    Carol Lalonde   
Glenn Lalonde (Secretary)   Roxie Dorland   
Jim Putnam     David Dorland        
Susan Milligan            George Klem   
Joan Dorland        

Trustees 
 

Chair David Dorland     Peter Richards  
Bob Walt      Jim Dorland   
Dean Milligan     
 

Ministry and Personnel 
 

Dave  Dorland                          Bob Walt    
Carol Lalonde  

 
Worship Committee 

 

Gwen Olson     Rev. Kathy Edmison  
Anne McMaster     

Elders 
 

Doug DeMille     David Dorland    
Roxie Dorland     Gwen Olson   
Anne McMaster honorary  Ross McMaster   honorary 

Bob Walt     Linda Walt    
Jim Dorland     Margaret Gainforth    honorary 
Joan Dorland          

Christian Education  
 
Susan Milligan      Heather Wallker 
Stephanie Richards   

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Other Fundraising Income 
  

Apple & Raspberry Pies    $2,628.00 
Chuckwagon Supper    $1,695.00  
Meat Pies & Cans       $1,000.00     
Ukrainian Supper      $2,455.00  
Miscellaneous Donation   $    65.00 

                                                 
               $7,843.00 

          
Misc. Expenses 

 
   Palm Branches    $   40.00 
   Flowers     $   78.12 

Headset     $  539.00  
Misc. Receipt Donations                 $ 197.00        

           $  854.12 


